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High diversity under the water

Family Characeae
Order Charales
Class Charophyceae

Division Chlorophyta
Helophytes
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Modified from Cirujano et al. 2002




The importance of charophytes
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Lagunas de Ruidera Natural Park
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Work under the water
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38 transects

4 samples per transect

152 samples
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Work under the water
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Collecting the charophytes
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Work out of the water

Taking the
samples
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Sub-samples for identification

Biomass determination
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Main outcomes
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Main outcomes
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Main outcomes

The case of Colgada lake

La colgada Hotel
septic tank rupture
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And from now on... what?

This study must become the basis for the continuous and

exhaustive monitoring of the charophyte meadows, as a
crucial element for the good ecological status of the
lagoons that comprise it.
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The results of this study, linked to the studies of the physical P )
and chemical conditions of the water, the mapping of the ‘ l l
springs in the lakes, and the study of potentially toxic

substances in the water will help to have a more complete
vision of the reason for the recession of the charophyte
meadows and the consequences on the park in general.
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